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Cultural representation in Le Frangais (édition révisée)
TAN Jia & ZHANG Lu 53

Abstract: Based on the framework for analyzing the representation of cultures in foreign language
textbooks, this study examines the cultural representation in Le Frangais (édition révisée), which has been
widely used in middle schools and universities in China. The study finds that target language culture is the most
represented category, i.e., the French culture is comprehensively represented in the form of texts, while the
culture of other French-speaking countries and regions is mostly ignored. The learners’ native language culture
comes second and is mainly represented in the background information and activities/exercises. Based on the
analysis of the textbook, this study explores how to represent more diversified cultures by different ways at the
beginning stage of French learning, and to encourage the learners to reflect on their own culture.

Keywords: French textbook; target language culture; learners’ native language culture; cultural

representation

Cultural representation in China’s German textbooks: Taking

Studienweg Deutsch as an example
GE Nannan 61

Abstract: This study analyses the cultural representation of the currently widely used German textbook in
China, Studienweg Deutsch. The findings show that: 1) the textbook represents diverse cultures, characterized by
the predominance of the culture of German-speaking countries; 2) the representation of the culture of German-
speaking countries is diverse, while that of the Chinese culture is comparatively lacking in diversity; 3) the
Chinese culture is often represented together with the culture of German-speaking countries. Based on the
analysis of this textbook, the study discusses the representation and integration of the culture of German-speaking
countries and the Chinese culture in textbooks, and concludes with practical implications for the development of
German textbooks in the future.

Keywords: German textbooks in China; cultural representation; culture of German-speaking countries;

Chinese culture
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